Evaluation of paromomycin sulphate topical ointment as effective therapeutic agent in cutaneous leishmaniasis.
This is a prospective open study of randomly selected 35 patients with a single sore of cutaneous leishmaniasis who were treated with paromomycin sulphate topical ointment for 4 weeks. According to the observations made on days 0, 15, 45 and 105 after the careful application twice a day in 2 lengths from one side of the lesion to the other at right angles to each other and then smeared to cover the whole surface of the sore, the overall efficacy of the ointment as therapeutic agent was 91%. There was a mild and temporary adverse reaction in the form of painless, non-itching nodulation around the ulcers in 10 (28%) patients after 15 days application which disappeared within 5-7 days of further application. It thus proved a promising, simple and inexpensive remedial agent without any undesirable side effects as compared to other complicated and unpredictable therapeutic regimens.